Contact photosensitivity to nonoxynol used in antiseptic preparations.
Nonoxynols are nonionic surface-active agents used as surfactant in numerous cosmetic products and antiseptic preparations. Recently nonoxynol contact allergy has been described. We report two patients who presented a contact photosensitivity to nonoxynol 10 contained in Hexomédine transcutanée. Among 32 control subjects, we found 13 positive photopatch tests to Hexomédine transcutanée and 4 positive photopatch tests to nonoxynol 10. Surprisingly, the authors observed that only undiluted nonoxynol was phototoxic.